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Description 

[Computer Program Product Containing 
Electronic Transcript and Exhibit Files 
and Method for Making the Same] 

Background of Invention 

[0001] The present application claims priority to pending provi- 
sional application serial number 60/494,061, filed August 
7, 2003, titled the same, and incorporated herein by ref- 
erence as if set out in full. 

[0002] During a court proceeding such as a deposition, hearing, 
trial or other proceeding, court reporters transcribe the 
words spoken into court transcripts. Often times during 
court proceedings, various exhibits, such as documents, 
pictures, maps, charts, or the like, are used or referred to. 

[0003] a court reporter may provide an electronic version of the 
transcript of the court proceedings to a customer, such as 
an attorney. But delivery of the exhibits with the electronic 
version is difficult to coordinate. For example, a court re- 
porter may email the electronic version of the transcript to 



the attorney. But the exhibits associated with the tran- 
script must be mailed with a paper version of the tran- 
script. Methods of delivery other than email and/or postal 
mail are of course contemplated and generally known in 
the art. 

[0004] Alternative to mailing a paper copy of the exhibits with 
the paper version of the transcript, a court reporter may 
scan the exhibits onto a medium, such as a CDROM, and 
deliver the scanned version to the attorney along with the 
transcript. However, there is no appreciable coordination 
between the electronic version of the transcript and the 
electronic version of the exhibits. 

[0005] it is against this background that various embodiments of 

the present invention were developed. 
[Field of the Invention] 

[0006] The present invention relates, in general, to the delivery of 
electronic transcripts and exhibits from court proceed- 
ings. 

Summary of Invention 

[0007] | n |jght of the above and according to one broad aspect of 
one embodiment of the invention, disclosed herein is a 
computer program product, such as a memory file that in- 



eludes one or more electronic transcript files; one or more 
exhibit files associated with the one or more electronic 
transcript files; and a viewer file. In one example, the one 
or more exhibit files are associated with one of the elec- 
tronic transcript files at a first occurrence (such as at a 
page and line number) of the exhibit file within the elec- 
tronic transcript file. In another example, the one or more 
exhibit files are associated with all of the occurrences. In 
still another example, the one or more exhibit files are as- 
sociated with the electronic transcripts by links desig- 
nated by a user. 

[0008] | n one embodiment, the viewer has a user interface in- 
cluding, for example, a first window for viewing the elec- 
tronic transcript file and a second window for viewing the 
exhibit file. Preferably, the first and second windows may 
be simultaneously displayed. In another example, a win- 
dow may be open for each transcript file and each exhibit 
file currently activated by the view. 

[0009] | n another example, the executable viewer has a user in- 
terface including an electronic transcript pane displaying a 
list of the one or more electronic transcript files, and may 
also include an exhibit pane displaying a list of the one or 
more exhibit files. 



[0010] According to another broad aspect of one embodiment of 
the invention, disclosed herein is a method for forming a 
memory file that may be stored and accessed by a local 
processor, a remote processor over a network connection, 
or from an external media source such as a CDROM, a 
DVD, a magnetic disk, a tape drive or the like. In one ex- 
ample, the method includes providing one or more elec- 
tronic transcript files; providing one or more exhibit files 
associated with the one or more electronic transcript files; 
and providing an executable viewer file. The transcript 
and exhibit image files and their association, as well as 
the executable viewer file, may be saved to a memory file, 
saved in a magnetic file, or burned onto an optical file, 
such as, for example, a DVD or CDROM. In this manner, a 
user can activate the viewer and view the electronic tran- 
scripts and associated exhibits without the need for any 
additional software. Notice, the transcript files and exhibit 
files do not necessarily need to be associated with any- 
thing in particular. For example, a transcript that did not 
have any exhibits is not associated with an exhibit file. 

[001 1] other embodiments of the invention are disclosed herein. 
The foregoing and other features, utilities and advantages 
of various embodiments of the invention will be apparent 



from the following more particular description of the vari- 
ous embodiments of the invention as illustrated in the ac- 
companying drawings and claims. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0012] pig. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a computer program 
product, such as a memory file, CDROM, optical disk, web 
page, or the like, in accordance with an embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0013] pig. 2 illustrates a block diagram of a publisher module 

for creating a memory file, in accordance with an embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 

[0014] Fig. 3 illustrates an example of logical operations for cre- 
ating a memory file, in accordance with an embodiment of 
the present invention. 

[0015] Fig. 4 illustrates an example display screen of a publish- 
ing application for creating a memory file having elec- 
tronic transcripts and exhibits contained therein, in accor- 
dance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0016] Fig. 5 illustrates an example of logical operations for us- 
ing a memory file made in accordance with an embodi- 
ment of the present invention. 

[0017] Fig. 6 illustrates an example display screen of a viewer 

program for selectively viewing electronic transcripts and 



associated exhibits contained within a memory file, in ac- 
cordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 
Detailed Description 



[0018] Disclosed herein is a computer program product, such as 
a memory file (which may be or include an executable 
file), CDROM, or the like, and a method for forming the 
computer program product so that the computer program 
product includes at least one electronic transcript and at 
least one exhibit associated with at least one of the at 
least one electronic transcripts, and a viewer for viewing 
the electronic transcript and the exhibits associated 
therewith. In one embodiment, at least one exhibit is as- 
sociated with at least one electronic transcript, although 
the association can take several forms, for example, the 
association could be at the first reference to the exhibit 
(i.e., the first page and line number referencing the ex- 
hibit) contained within the electronic transcript, at all ref- 
erences in the electronic transcript, or at places desig- 
nated by the user. Further, by activating the association, 
the view would display the exhibit file. In this manner, the 
computer program product can be created, for instance by 
a court reporter, and provided to a user, such as an attor- 
ney, for viewing the electronic transcript and the associ- 



ated exhibits. Various embodiments of the present inven- 
tion will now be described. 
[0019] Referring to Fig. 1, Fig. 1 illustrates an example of a com- 
puter program product 20, such as a memory file, acces- 
sible through a local processor, remotely over a network, 
or through a processor's external/media drive, in accor- 
dance with one embodiment of the present invention. As 
shown in Fig. 1, the computer program product 20 in- 
cludes one or more electronic transcripts 22, one or more 
exhibit files 24, wherein at least one exhibit file 24 is as- 
sociated with at least one of the electronic transcripts 22, 
and a viewer file 26 that, when activated, permits viewing 
of the electronic transcripts 22 and the associated exhibit 
files 24 stored on the computer program product 20. No- 
tice, computer program product 20 may be stored over 
one or more processors that may be connected locally or 
remotely through, for example, a local area network, a 
wide area network, WiFi, other wireless networks, optical 
connections, Ethernets, Internets, World Wide Web, or the 
like. 

[0020] The viewer file is provided in the event the appropriate 
viewer is not already available on the user"s processor. If 
an appropriate view is already available, the view file may 



be used from the viewer stored on the user"s processor. 
Alternatively, the view associated with the computer pro- 
gram product may be used. 

[0021] Electronic transcripts 22 may include files that are elec- 
tronic versions of transcripts from court proceedings such 
as depositions, trials, hearings, etc. The one or more ex- 
hibit 24 may include electronic exhibits may include, for 
example, images of the actual exhibits or copies of the 
exhibits. The exhibits 24 included within the computer 
program product may be in various digital formats, in- 
cluding, for example, video, audio, video/audio, anima- 
tion, still images, TIF, PDF, JPG, bitmap, GIF format, or the 
like. The viewer 26, or locally accessible viewer, associ- 
ated with product 20 provides a user controllable display 
of the electronic transcript 22 and the exhibits 24 associ- 
ated therewith. Viewer 26 may be a single software mod- 
ule, but viewer 26 may also provide access to several 
viewer software modules to view different types of exhibit 
files. For example, audio/video may be played over a Win- 
dows Media Player and a text file may be displayed using 
a pdf viewer, such as Adobe® Acrobat®. 

[0022] | n one example, as shown in FIG. 6, the viewer 26 may 
provide a first window 116 for displaying and scrolling 



through the electronic transcript 22, and at least a second 
window 118 for displaying one or more exhibits 24 asso- 
ciated with the transcript 22. Exhibits could be displayed 
in different windows or be different views in a single win- 
dow. In one example, the second window 118 of the 
viewer 26 for viewing exhibits permits the user to zoom, 
rotate, and scroll through multiple pages of an exhibit, or 
view the exhibit, using a best fit window sizing, if desired. 
In another example, the second window 118 of viewer 26 
provides an audio/video feed. 
[0023] Referring to Fig. 2, Fig. 2 illustrates a block diagram of a 
publisher module or application 30 for creating a product 
20, in accordance with an embodiment of the present in- 
vention. As shown in Fig. 2, the publisher module 30 re- 
ceives one or more electronic transcripts 22 and one or 
more exhibit file 24, and through user input 32, creates 
bundles or memory files that the user may publish to 
product 20. The bundles can be stored in local memory 
storage 34 if desired. Further, the publisher module 30 is 
capable of including viewer file 26 on the product 20 as 
well. As will be described below, the publisher module 30 
permits a user to create a product 20 that contains one or 
more electronic transcripts 22, and for each electronic 



transcript, the user is able to associate one or more ex- 
hibit images 24 with a particular electronic transcript 22. 
In this manner, once the product is written to a memory 
device, such as by using a CDROM burner 36, the selected 
electronic transcript 22 and exhibit files 24, along with 
the viewer file 26, may be used by the end user of the 
product 20 to easily view and read an electronic transcript 
22 and its associated exhibits 24. Of course, the product 
20 could be written using convention memory, using a 
convention to convert the files to a HTML format, etc. 

[0024] The various components shown in FIG. 2 could be ar- 
ranged locally on a single processor, or the various com- 
ponents may be accessible remotely over a network. For 
example, the user at a local processor may access a pub- 
lisher module located at a remote server. The electronic 
transcript 22, exhibits 24, and viewer file 26 may all be 
accessible by the publisher module 30 over local buses or 
remotely over the same or a different network connection. 

[0025] Referring to Fig. 3, Fig. 3 illustrates an example of logical 
operations for creating a computer program product, such 
as a memory file, a CDROM, a magnetic disk or the like, 
that contains electronic transcripts, exhibits, and an exe- 
cutable viewer. At operation 40, one or more exhibits are 



imported to produce media files thereof, audio files, video 
files, audio/video files, still images, etc. For non- 
electronic files, such as paper exhibits, a conventional 
scanner may be used to scan the exhibit and produce an 
electronic image file of the exhibit, which may be, for ex- 
ample, in the format of TIF, PDF, JPG, bitmap or GIF for- 
mats for example. For video, such as video depositions, 
the video can be converted to digital format such as an 
MPEG format or the like. 
[0026] At operation 42, one or more exhibits are imported into a 
publisher module or application 30. And at operation 44, 
one or more electronic transcript files may be imported 
into the publisher application. The publisher module may 
be adapted to receive exhibits and electronic transcripts 
and permit a user to associate one or more exhibits with 
one or more electronic transcripts and bundle the elec- 
tronic transcripts, exhibits, and viewer in a computer pro- 
gram product 20. Further, the publisher application 44 
provides for a user to be able to select one or more tran- 
script files for inclusion in Product 20. In operation 46, a 
bundle file is created including one or more of the ex- 
hibits and one or more of the electronic transcript files. In 
one example, the bundle file can be named by the user so 



as to permit the user to track and organize various bundle 
files containing various different electronic transcripts and 
exhibits. Multiple exhibits may be associated with a single 
electronic transcript and multiple electronic transcripts 
may be associated with a single exhibit, for instance, 
where an electronic transcript of a deposition may have 
multiple exhibits referenced during the deposition. 
[0027] At operation 48, information about an exhibit may be ap- 
pended, if desired, by the user, and included within the 
bundle of files. For instance, if the user desires, the user 
may enter the dates of the exhibits, the Bates page num- 
ber ranges used by a particular exhibit, or other informa- 
tion about an exhibit. At operation 50, for each exhibit in- 
cluded in the bundle and associated with the electronic 
transcript, the exhibit is associated with a particular entry 
in the electronic transcript, such as, for example, page 
number and line number where the exhibit is first refer- 
enced in the electronic transcript, every reference in the 
transcript, or as desired by a user. In this way, the exhibit 
is associated with the electronic transcript. Such an asso- 
ciation or link may be made between each exhibit and the 
electronic transcript that references the exhibit. The asso- 
ciation may be activated by any conventional methods, 



such as, clicking on the link to open a new window, plac- 
ing a pointer over the link, a light pen, keyboard manipu- 
lation, or other conventional controls. At operation 52, the 
electronic transcript, the associated exhibits, and the 
viewer are published, saved, or burned onto the computer 
program product, such as a memory file, accessible via a 
network, a local processor, or external media drive, such 
as a CDROM. 

[0028] Referring to Fig. 4, one example of a publishing applica- 
tion display or user interface 60 is illustrated. In the ex- 
ample of Fig. 4, the display 60 includes a bundle pane 62 
that lists the various bundles 64 that have been created 
and stored in the storage device 34; a transcript pane 66 
having controls for adding, viewing, and removing tran- 
scripts 22 from the associated bundle 64; and an exhibit 
pane 68 having controls 70, 72, 74 for adding, viewing, 
and removing particular exhibits 24 from the bundle 22. 

[0029] | n the bundle pane 62, a plurality of bundles 64 are listed 
that have been created by a user. In the bundle pane 62, 
controls are provided for new bundle creation control 76, 
a publish control 78 for publishing a bundle, and a re- 
move or deletion control 80 for deleting a bundle 84. 
These controls operate with reference to one or more 



bundle files or collections 64 listed in the bundle pane 62. 

[0030] As described above, each bundle file 64 is adapted to 

contain one or more electronic transcripts 22 and one or 
more exhibit 24, and for each electronic transcript 22 and 
exhibits 24 contained in the bundle 64 cross references 
are established. Accordingly, as shown in Fig. 4, for the 
selected bundle 64 there are five electronic transcripts 22 
presently contained in the bundle file 64. 

[0031] | n the transcript pane 66, a user may add or remove elec- 
tronic transcripts 22 from the selected bundle 64. As the 
user selects various electronic transcripts 22, in the ex- 
hibit pane 68, the user may add or remove one or more 
exhibits 24. For instance, in the example of Fig. 4, for the 
highlighted transcript 22 selected in the transcript pane 
66, there are eight exhibits 24 presently associated there- 
with although all of the listed exhibits 24 do not need to 
be associated with the highlighted transcript. As men- 
tioned above, preferably the publisher application asso- 
ciates or creates a data link between the exhibit 24 and 
electronic transcript 22. In the exhibit pane 68, the name 
of the exhibit file and the exhibit number may be fields 
associated with each exhibit 24, more or less, or different 
fields are possible. 



[0032] Once the user has added all of the desired transcripts to 
the bundle 64 and each of the exhibits 24 is associated 
with the appropriate electronic transcript or transcripts 
22, then the user may select the publish control 78 in the 
window 60 to publish, save, burn, or the like, the bundle 
to a product 20 along with a viewer executable file. 

[0033] Referring to Fig. 5, Fig. 5 illustrates an example of logical 
operations for using a computer program product such as 
an file or a CDROM created by an embodiment of the 
present invention. At operation 90, the user accesses the 
product via the user"s processor. The access could be via 
a local media drive, a network connection to a remote 
processor, or the like. At operation 92, the viewer is 
launched and provides a user interface for the user to 
view transcripts and exhibits associated therewith. The 
view could be self-executable such that the viewer mod- 
ule launches or need an execution command input by the 
user. The viewer loads applications as necessary. One ex- 
ample of the user interface is illustrated in Fig. 6, de- 
scribed below. At operation 94, a transcript is displayed in 
the viewer, and at operation 96, the user may select an 
exhibit referenced in the electronic transcripts for viewing. 
At operation 98, the exhibit is displayed preferably in a 



separate window than the window displaying the tran- 
script. At operation 100, if desired, the user may manipu- 
late the electronic transcript, such as by searching, anno- 
tating, creating reports, or other functions or operations, 
such as described in co-pending application number 
09/920,443 entitled "Transcript Management Software 
and Method Therefor,"fi led July 31, 2001, the disclosure 
of which in incorporated herein by reference in its en- 
tirety. Bundles may also be imported into other software 
programs for use therein. 
[0034] Referring now to Fig. 6, Fig. 6 illustrates an example dis- 
play screen or a user interface 110 of a viewer used by a 
user, such as an attorney, to view electronic transcripts 22 
and exhibits 24 associated therewith that are contained 
within the computer program product 20. In one embodi- 
ment, the user interface 110 of Fig. 6 will be created once 
the viewer launches, which may be self-activating. As 
shown in Fig. 6, the viewer may contain a transcript pane 
112 for displaying a list of electronic transcripts 22 con- 
tained in the product 20; an exhibit pane 114 for display- 
ing a list of exhibits 24 contained on the CDROM; a first 
viewer window 116 for viewing, scrolling through, and 
searching in electronic transcripts 22 displayed therein; 



and a second viewer window 118 for displaying the im- 
ages of a selected exhibit 24. In this way, the user may 
select an electronic transcript 22 for viewing, and as the 
user views and scrolls through the electronic transcript 
22, the user may immediately and easily display the asso- 
ciated exhibit 24 referenced in the text of the electronic 
transcript 22. Preferably, both the electronic transcript 
viewer window 116 and the exhibit viewer window 118 are 
able to be simultaneously viewed on a computer display 
screen so that the user may easily view both windows 
during use. Notice, exhibit list 24 could, optionally, not be 
displayed as the exhibit window will display exhibits 
clicked on, or the like, from the transcript. Further, if the 
exhibit list is displayed, exhibits could be accessed di- 
rectly. 

[0035] Hence, it can been seen that embodiments of the present 
invention may be used by a court reporter or other party 
to produce a product having one or more transcripts and 
associated exhibit images along with an executable 
viewer. The court reporter could then provide the product 
to a customer such as an attorney, and the attorney can 
view the transcripts and exhibit images without the need 
for any additional software other than what is already 



present on the product. 
[0036] As described above, embodiments of the invention can be 
embodied in a computer program product, such as, a file, 
a CDROM or other medium or media, persistent or tempo- 
rary. The product could be accessible locally or remotely 
via a network. While the methods disclosed herein have 
been described and shown with reference to particular 
steps performed in a particular order, it will be under- 
stood that these steps may be combined, subor re- 
ordered to form an equivalent method without departing 
from the teachings of the present invention. Accordingly, 
unless specifically indicated herein, the order and group- 
ing of the steps is not a limitation of the present inven- 
tion. 

[0037] while the invention has been particularly shown and de- 
scribed with reference to various embodiments thereof, it 
will be understood by those skilled in the art that various 
other changes in the form and details may be made with- 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 



